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Introduction 


This account is about the origins, life and family of my seven times great grandfather, John 
Wickes (c.1662-1712), who was an innkeeper at Welford, Northamptonshire. It extends to his 
descendants who bore the Wickes surname for two further generations. 


Historical research depends on the survival and accessibility of primary evidence. Welford’s 
parish registers commence as early as 1562 but, though generally well-kept, are at times 
defective. The registers of some of the other parishes where Wickes family members lived do 
not start until much later dates. Probate records, though they can be immensely helpful, have 
a limited scope as most people did not make wills and by no means all the wills that once 
existed have survived. 


My earlier article titled ‘Wickes At Welford: The People Beneath The Tombstones’ was last 
revised in June 2001 and can still be found at ‘The World Wykes Web’, where its URL is 
http://www.wykes.org/welford.html Sadly, Harry Wykes, who assembled the marvellous 
collection of information on that site, died at an early age and I am not able to update the 
contents of the article that remains there. It was my first online publication. I shall always be 
grateful to Harry for opening my eyes to the internet’s potential for sharing family and local 
history discoveries. 


Appendix H shows the connection between the Wickes and Howcutt families. 


Francis Howcutt 
9 March 2024 


francishowcutt@qmail.com 


Background 


Welford is about half-way between Northampton and Leicester; it is the final parish in 
Northamptonshire before reaching the border with Leicestershire. Before the advent of 
railways, Welford was an important stopping place, where horses could be changed and 
travellers were refreshed and housed at the various inns. 


The Compton Census was held in 1676 with the aim of counting the number of conformists, 
papists and nonconformists in each parish in England and Wales. The tally reported for 
Welford was 500 conformists, 19 papists and 2 nonconformists. [1] As was often the case 
with the returns submitted by the clergy and parish officers responsible for reporting the 
figures, it seems the first of those numbers provided for Welford was rounded. The hearth tax 
schedule for the year ending Lady Day 1674 listed only 93 householders (or possibly in some 
cases landlords) there who were either liable to pay hearth tax or exempt from paying. [2] If 
both sources are accurate, this would indicate an average household size of 5.6. The 
introduction to Anne Whiteman’s book suggests 4.25 as a general average household size in 
this era. It is not possible to settle on a precise figure but it does seem reasonable to 
conclude that the total population of Welford at the time was probably somewhere between 
400 and 500 people. 
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Evidence for the origins of the Wikes surname and its variants such as Wickes has been 
reviewed in detail by Harry Wykes at: http://www.wykes.org/wykes.html There are earlier 
references to people with the name within the county, but the Wickes surname was not often 
to be found in Northamptonshire during the 16th and 17th centuries. Only 15 people bearing 
it, including its variations, appear amongst the individuals mentioned in the county’s hearth 
tax lists for the year ending Lady Day 1674 - these are set out in Appendix A. Further 
indications of the distribution of some members of the family can be found in the list of 
probate records in Appendix B. 


William and John’s tombstone 


In 1975, many of the monuments that originally marked 
specific graves in Welford churchyard were moved from 
their original locations. [3] Among the headstones now 
arranged to line the inside of the churchyard’s boundary 
with Lavender Cottage, Church Lane is the one shown to 
the left, which has this inscription: 


"Here lyeth the body of William / 

Wickes, who died the 20th day of June / 
Anno. Dom. 1672 / 

Here also lieth the body of his / 

son John Wickes who died on ye / 

first day of May 1712. Aetat. 50 / 

Ye know not what hour your / 

Lord cometh - Therefore be ye / 

also ready Mat. 24 v.42 & 44." 


It is probable that William and John’s ancestors included 
Roger and Elizabeth Wickes of Cold Ashby. 


Roger Wickes & Elizabeth Langham 


‘Roger Wikes and Elizabeth Langham’ were married at 
Cold Ashby on 6 October 1572. They presented a total 
of 13 children for baptism at Welford’s medieval font 
between 1573 and 1596. 12 of the 15 Wickes 
individuals identified in the 1674 hearth tax lists for the 
county were either descendants of Roger and Elizabeth 
or living in parishes where such offspring had previously 
been found, so it is highly likely that all those with the 
surname who were living in Northamptonshire at that 
juncture were members of Roger and Elizabeth's 
progeny or closely related to them. 


Cold Ashby parish register confirms that Richard 
Langham was buried there on 6 November 1582. When 
making his will on the previous day, Richard described 
himself as a yeoman, ‘sicke in bodie’ and requested burial in Cold Ashby church. Amongst the 
eight relatives mentioned by name in Richard’s will was his daughter ‘Elizabeth Wykes’ to 
whom he gave five ewes. It is likely that Elizabeth would have already received a dowry as 


Welford church font 
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part of her marriage settlement. Richard’s other bequests included one sheep to every one of 
his children’s children (whom he did not individually name). The will was proved eleven days 
after Richard’s funeral. The inventory does not survive, but the total valuation of the items in 
it amounted to the considerable sum of £161.7s.2d. [4] 


Welford parish register states that ‘Roger Wykes’ was a churchwarden in 1605, the record of 
his name probably being a signature. He was still alive when his son Randolph made his will 
in 1612. "Roger Wicks senior" was buried at Cold Ashby on 11 June 1617, but the burial of 
"Elizabeth Wickes, widdowe" on 23 January 1626/7 is recorded in Welford parish register. 


The six sons and one daughter of Roger and Elizabeth who survived infancy were: 


Francis (1573-1638) served as churchwarden at Welford in 1610 and 1612. His will, in 
which he described himself as a yeoman, was made on 23 June 1638 and proved at the 
Prerogative Court of Canterbury. It selected numerous beneficiaries. [5] Neither Francis’ 
will nor that of his widow Grace (who died later in 1638) [6] mention offspring of their 
own, so it is not likely that the people commemorated on the tombstone near Lavender 
Cottage would be their descendants. Roger and Elizabeth's other surviving children are a 
roll call of possible parents or grandparents for the William Wickes who died in 1672. 


Randolph (1575-c.1612) established a wealthy family at Haselbech. Tracing his 
descendants is not helped by the lack of pre-1653 parish registers at Haselbech. 
Randolph’s will mentioned two daughters (Grace and Elizabeth) and also two sons (William 
and John). An inscription in the chancel of Haselbech church commemorates ‘John Wickes 
senior Gent who departed this life Jan 26th Anno Dom 1669 Annogq, Aetat 65’, indicating 
that John was born about 1605. The Wykes of Haselbeech collection at Northamptonshire 
Record Office (catalogued as WY 1-573) includes numerous deeds and other papers 
relating to that branch of the family. A lengthy introduction to that collection produced by 
the Record Office states that ‘The eldest son of the butcher, William, died about 1668 
leaving at least two sons William, of whom little is known, and Francis whose fortunes 
appear to have gradually declined. Francis's son John became a shoemaker at Rothwell but 
apparently still had a small cottage in Haselbeech as late as 1721.’ [7] It is feasible that 
William ‘of whom little is known’ may have been the person who went to Welford. 


Thomas (1579-1638) was presumably the same person as Thomas Wykes of Thornby 
who married Clement Coles at Cold Ashby in 1605/6. When Francis made his will, he 
allowed his brother Thomas Wikes of Cottesbrooke up to £40 to pay off his debts and a 
further £200 to Thomas' children who were not individually named in the document. 
Thornby parish register only survives from 1649, so it is not possible to check whether 
Thomas had a son called William christened there. Nor do the baptisms of any children of 
Thomas appear in Cottesbrooke parish register which extends back only to 1630. 


Richard (1581- _) Francis left £40 to be paid to Richard's daughter Susan on her 
marriage if approved by the executor, and £100 to his brother Richard himself. Francis 
also left to his godson "Francis son of Richard Wikes of Creaton" the house where he (the 
godson) dwelt at Creaton plus £30. This suggests that Richard also may have been living 
in the same village. The Creaton parish register survives from 1688, so it is not possible to 
check whether Richard had a son called William christened there. 
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e Jane (1589-1658) married Richard Dunckley in 1610 and was living at Cold Ashby when 
Francis bequeathed £200 "for the better maintenance of her and her children". No 
evidence has been found of Jane having children other than by her husband. 


e Roger (1584-1640) married Joan Humfrey in 1609. Francis’ will stated that Roger was 
living at Cold Ashby in 1638 when it allocated him £300. Roger's children who were 
christened there included a William (on 5 March 1611/12) who appears to be the same 
person as ‘William Wickes junior’, husband of Elizabeth — a couple who had eight children 
christened in the same parish during the period 1644/5-1657. Their own son William was 
baptised in 1649 and so is most unlikely to have been the father of a boy born about 
1662. Roger and Joan’s other son, another Roger, was baptised at Cold Ashby in 1615. 


e William (1590-1669/70) married Audrey Ward in 1621. Francis’ will stated that his 
brother William Wikes lived at Cold Ashby and appointed him executor and residual 
legatee. William and Audry's children christened there included a son named William (on 
16 May 1630) for whom there is no suitable burial or marriage in the Cold Ashby parish 
register, so he is a potential person to be the William buried at Welford in 1672. 


As a result, the William who was buried at Welford in 1672 could, alternatively, have been: 

e A grandson of Randolph of Haselbech. 

e An unrecorded son or grandson of either Thomas or Richard who are mentioned above 
but whose offspring are obscured by the lack of early parish registers at Cottesbrooke 
and Creaton. 

e William the son of William and Audry Wickes who would have been about 32 years old 
when the oldest known child of William at Welford was born about 1662. 

e Feasibly, a son of the Roger Wickes who was baptised at Cold Ashby in 1615 and 
would have been about 47 when William and Mary’s oldest child was born about 1662. 
However, no record has been found of that Roger marrying or fathering children. 


The Langham family 


The origins of Roger Wickes are unknown, no reference having been found to him with a date 
earlier than his marriage. The origins of the Langham family are somewhat better 
documented. When the heraldic visitation of London took place in 1634, a pedigree was 
compiled that shows Richard Langham (i.e. Elizabeth’s father) to be son of Robert Langham 
of Cold Ashby and grandson of Robert Langham of ‘Coppeshull’ [Gopsall, Leicestershire] and 
his wife Anne. [8] More details about the history of the Langham family at Gopsall can be 
seen in ‘Leicestershire Medieval Pedigrees’ by George F Farnham. [9] 


Being related to the Langham family appears to have been of advantage to at least one of 
their Wickes relatives. Elizabeth’s brother Edward (buried 1607 at Guilsborough) was the 
father of Sir John Langham (1584-1671), a successful Turkey merchant, sheriff of London 
and twice Member of Parliament who was granted the status of baronet in 1660 and whose 
descendants erected Cottesbrooke Hall in the early 18th century. [10] On 1 December 1671, 
when William Langham of Walgrave (c.1625-1700), a son of Sir John, was High Sheriff of 
Northamptonshire and appointed Francis Wickes of Weston Favell as under sheriff. [11] 
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William Wickes & Mary Pole 


William and Mary Wickes had five known children: 


Baptised Married Buried 
John born c.1662 Elizabeth Wood 1693 | 1712 Welford 
Randolph 1664 n/a 1665 Welford 
Thomas 1666/7 
William 1668 n/a 1668 Welford 
Mary born c.1671 


Baptisms for the oldest and youngest of the group have not been found in Welford parish 
register, but the account dated 1 August 1674 of the administration of William's estate 
identifies his surviving children as John (12 years old), Thomas (7 years) and Mary (3 years). 
The parents of these children were very probably William Wickes and Mary Pole who had 
married at Weston Favell on 21 September 1661, though the evidence for such a link is 
circumstantial. No reference earlier than her marriage has been found for Mary; as mentioned 
below, she was a literate woman, which suggests that her origins were not lowly. 


It is highly likely that Mary Pole's husband was a close relative of Francis Wickes, described 
as a "gentleman", who was the father of six children baptised at Weston Favell between 1651 
and 1663 and whose house in that parish had seven hearths in 1662. There was also 
presumably a family connection between Mary’s husband and the John Wickes whose 
daughter Elizabeth was christened at Welford in 1666/7. [12] 


One indication that William Wickes did not set up home at Welford until about 1663 is that 
no-one with his surname was liable to pay hearth tax there at Michaelmas 1662. [13] 
However, there is evidence that he was connected with the parish before that date. On 22 
May 1667, a claim was submitted to the Lord Chancellor by Robert Forrest of Bradwell, 
Oxfordshire and his wife Eleanor, the widow and executrix of the will of Joshua Ogden, her 
late husband. The bill complained that William Wikes was in debt to Joshua’s estate and 
asked that he be summonsed to appear at the Court of Chancery and required to provide 
answers to questions relating to that claim. Key details (as alleged by the Forrests) were: 

e Joshua Ogden had been employed for many years as bailiff and receiver for William 
Sanders late of Welford, who became a ‘Lunatick & non Compos mentis’, as a result of 
which Henry Howard, late deceased, and others were given tuition of Sanders and 
continued to employ Joshua. None of the guardians were available to give evidence. 

e William Wikes was the tenant of certain lands in Welford which were part of the estate 
of William Sanders at a yearly rent of £220, but became indebted for the whole year’s 
rent at Michaelmas 1660 and said that he was unable to pay on time. 

e William Wickes persuaded Joshua to pay to Sanders’ guardians the £220 from his own 
resources on Wickes’ behalf and promised to repay him. 

e Joshua died about December 1661. His will appointed Eleanor as executrix and she 
demanded the debt plus interest from William Wickes but without success. She said 
that Wickes sometimes said that he did not owe the money and had not asked Joshua 
to pay it and at other times that Joshua had made payments on Wickes’ behalf but 
had been largely or fully reimbursed in his lifetime. 


The National Archives catalogue states that the documents relating to the case of ‘Forrest v 
Wykes’ consist of the bill, two answers and a schedule. [14] However, when the folder that 
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contains items 1-20 of C5/483 was examined, only the bill setting out the initiating claim 
against William Wikes could be found. Therefore, no record has been found of William’s 
response to the allegations or of the outcome of the proceedings. 


Joshua Ogden described himself as a gentleman of Welford when he made his will on 9 
February 1660/1. He was buried at Welford on 30 December 1661 and the will was proved at 
the Prerogative Court of Canterbury on 14 February 1661/2. [15] The bequests included ‘the 
house in Welford aforesaid called by the name of the George and one yard land thereto 
belonging being nowe in the possession of Ralph Myers’, which were to go to Joshua’s brother 
Paul Ogden for life and after then to Joshua Ogden (son of Paul). ‘Ralph Myers the elder’ was 
buried at Welford on 16 September 1663. The inventory of his goods and chattels was taken 
on 1 December of that year; it listed items with a total value of £101.8s.3d and described 
Ralph as an innholder. In view of the design of William’s token referred to below and as the 
first baptism at Welford of one of his children took place in 1664, it appears that William 
Wickes was Ralph’s immediate successor at the George. 


William's business ventures included the issuing of tokens - a practice made necessary by a 
shortage of official coinage at that time, which was worsened by the requirement for the 
hearth tax (introduced in 1662) to be paid in cash in an era when many transactions were 
still in kind. The inscription on a surviving example of his tokens reads "Will: Wickes His 
Halpeny In Welford In Northamptonsheir 69". [16] The image of George and the Dragon on 
the token evidently refers to the name of his inn. 


The background to the widespread private issuing of tokens during the period from 1648 to 
1672 is discussed in a detailed article in ‘Rutland Record 43’ by T H McK Clough. Heart- 
shaped tokens were unusual but those issued by William Wickes were not unique - a half 
penny of similar shape and design was issued in 1668 by Peter Barriffe of Drapers’ Arms at 
Uppingham. [17] 


His tombstone says that William died on 20 June 1672. He was buried two days later, the 
funeral expenses coming to £5. William's death does not seem to have been sudden, as £1 
had been expended ‘for physick during the sickness of the deceased’. His widow Mary 
obtained administration of his estate almost a year after William’s death, on 7 June 1673, 
signing her name on the bond in a confident hand. 


Ihaty Vichy, 


The bondsmen for administration were Francis Cooke, yeoman, and John Woodford, butcher. 
Details of the administration account are shown in Appendix C. 
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In her widowhood, Mary Wikes seems to have been fairly affluent. ‘Widdow Wikes’ was liable 
to pay tax for five hearths at Welford in 1674 and evidently employed at least one servant, as 
Welford parish register records that ‘Francis Sutton, servant to Mrs Wicks’ was buried there 
on 7 April 1688. She witnessed the will of William Frost of Welford on 28 February 1687 and 
was described as a ‘widow of Welford’ when she was sworn as to the accuracy of the will on 
13 June 1696. [18] Both of the relevant documents include her signature with the spelling 
‘Mary Wickes’. Welford parish register records the burial of ‘Mary Wicks widdow’ as taking 
place on 8 May 1698. 


John Wickes & Elizabeth Wood 


On 5 August 1693, John Wikes of Welford married Elizabeth Wood of Chapel Brampton at St 
Sepulchre, Northampton. The bond for their marriage licence, which had been granted on the 
same day, describes John as a bachelor and husbandman and his bride as a spinster. Chapel 
Brampton is in the parish of Church Brampton, whose register extends as far back as 1561 
but contains no record of anyone called Wood during the 17th or early 18th centuries. It has 
been established that Elizabeth's father was Thomas Wood (1623-1691) of Swinford, 
Leicestershire. [19] It may be that at the time of her marriage Elizabeth was living with her 
sister Mary whose first husband, John Satchwell, was buried at Church Brampton on 6 March 
1701/2. 


John and Elizabeth had these children: 


Baptised/born* | Married Buried 

William 1694 Mary Corbey 1720 1725 Welford 

Mary 1695/6 Anthony Green 1725 1790 Brixworth 
Elizabeth 1698 Joseph Norton 1720 1783 Yelvertoft 
John *1701 or 1702 _ | Sarah Briggs 1727 1755 Welford 
Thomas 1703 n/a 1704/5 Welford 
Catherine | 1705/6 Samuel Tilly 1730/1 1775 Spratton [20] 
Anne 1708 Jonathan Willis 1733 1784 Welford 


Welford parish register does not record a baptism for John and the entry there that appears 
to relate to William is defective. However, there are good grounds for believing the accuracy 
of the baptism/birth years shown above for them: 


e William - One of the entries in the parish register’s list of baptisms in 1694 at Welford 
is partly illegible and torn but still features the words *.... son of John Wickes....8 day 
of November’. The event took place about 15 months after John and Elizabeth Wickes 
were married, 15 months before their daughter Mary was baptised and a little less 
than 26 years before William’s marriage in 1720. 

e John - The tombstone at Welford of John Wickes (who was described in his will as an 
innholder) states that he died on 26 May 1755 in the 54th year of his age. This 
indicates he was born in 1701 or 1702. 


The Wickes family at Welford 
by Francis Howcutt © 2024. 
This work is openly licenced via CC BY-NC-SA 4.0. 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/ 


John is recorded in a number of probate records relating to others who lived at Welford: 


e In 1684, he signed his name as a witness to the will of Robert Wright [21] (see below) 

e He was listed in the will that John Payne made in 1705 as one of five occupiers of the 
testator’s land which amounted to about seven and a half yardlands. [22] 

e The will of William Woodford, a blacksmith, which was made on 26 January 1708/9 
appointed his friends Jonathan Woodford and John Wikes as executors. [23] 


Sahn Pc RES 
SL. 


Evidence that, at least on occasion, John relied on credit can be found in the will of Roger 
Bate, a shepherd of Elkington, which was made on 25 September 1691 and proved on 2 June 
1705. Its bequests include one to his mother Sarah Bate of ‘the yeerely Interest of fifty 
pounds which is in the hands of John Wickes of Wellfoord during her Natural liffe’. [24] 


John Wykes was buried on 3 May 1712. Eleven days later, Richard Ward and William Ragg 
compiled an inventory of his goods and chattels. The task must have taken some time, as 
there are 43 individually priced entries with a total valuation of £390. Specific rooms 
mentioned are the brewhouse, brewhouse chamber, dairy house, upper parlour, nether 
parlour, cellar, kitchen, parlour chamber, middle chamber, little chamber, kitchen chamber, 
gatehouse chamber, garrets, stable, ostry and coalhouse. As well as furniture, wagons and 
other equipment that could be expected at an inn, it is clear that John also farmed 
extensively. He owned 127 sheep, ten cows and three pigs, as well as crops which were 
valued at over £64. Debts due to him amounted to £25. Before departing from John Wickes' 
establishment, the visiting horses made their own personal contributions to his wealth; by 
the end of John's life dung had accumulated in the yard to the value of £9. A full list of the 
items in the inventory is set out in Appendix D. 


The George Inn no longer survives. Its location is indicated by a deed relating to the marriage 
settlement of John Woodford the younger in 1696. This suggests that the George stood close 
to the site of Salford House on the west side of Port Way (now High Street), which was the 
main road from Northampton to Leicester as it passed through Welford. [25] 


On 19 July 1712, administration of John’s estate was granted by Northampton Archdeaconry 
Court to his widow Elizabeth, as there was no will. Elizabeth made a mark instead of signing 
her name when the associated bond was completed. The bondsmen were Richard Ward of 
Great Creaton, yeoman (the second husband of Elizabeth’s sister Mary) and Walter Clever of 
Guilsborough, a baker. 


Welford parish register records the burial on 13 February 1724/5 of ‘Elizabeth Wykes 
widdow’. Her tombstone in the churchyard is worn and not entirely legible, the inscription 
that can be read being: '.... Elizabeth / Wickes widdow who / departed this life on / the 5th 
day of February / Anno Domini 1724 .... / the 52d year of her ....' 


Elizabeth’s will had been made only seven days before her death. She left £60 each to her 


daughters Mary and Catherine Wicks, £80 to her daughter Ann Wicks, £30 to her daughter 
Elizabeth Norton, one shilling to her son William and the residue to her son John whom she 


10 


The Wickes family at Welford 
by Francis Howcutt © 2024. 
This work is openly licenced via CC BY-NC-SA 4.0. 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/ 


appointed executor. The witnesses were Elizabeth Wheatley and Richard Ward. Probate was 
granted at Northampton Archdeaconry Court on 6 March 1724/5. The full text of the will is 
set out in Appendix E. 


William Wickes & Mary Corbey 


Evidence pointing to William being baptised at Welford in 1694 is explained above. Welford 
parish register records the marriage on 22 September 1720 of William Wykes and Mary 
Corbey, which took place by licence. No record has been found of their having had children. 


When William Davis of Welford, a servant, made his will, he gave £2 to ‘Mary Wickes the Wife 
of William Wickes of Welford ... innholder’. [26] 


The nominal sum of one shilling left to William Wickes in his mother’s will presumably reflects 
his already being provided for. He did not outlive Elizabeth for long, as the Welford register 
records the burial of ‘William Wykes inholder’ on 20 November 1725. William described 
himself as a yeoman when making his will on 17 March 1724/5. In this, he left all his 
personal estate to his wife Mary, whom he appointed as sole executrix. William signed his 
name, as did Thomas Buckland who was one of the witnesses, the other witness being 
Edward Seaton, who made his mark. Probate was granted to Mary at Northampton 
Archdeaconry Court on 4 December 1725. The will does not refer to land or other property, 
which implies that William was not free to dispose of any that he may have held at the time 
of his death but that it would be entailed to go to the next heir who appears to have been his 
younger brother John. The full text of the will can be seen in Appendix F. 


ha MMbiium Jur kes 


John Wickes & Sarah Briggs 


Despite the lack of a birth or christening record for this John Wickes in the Welford parish 
register (which is defective during some of the period between the marriage of John Wickes & 
Elizabeth Wood in 1693 and John Wickes' death in 1712), there is no doubt that he was a son 
of that couple. Elizabeth’s will named ‘my sone John Wikes’ as her executor and residual 
legatee. The tombstone that records his death on 26 May 1755 states that John was in the 
54th year of his age, indicating that he was born in 1701 or 1702. 


John Wykes and Sarah Briggs were married at Welford on 26 May 1727. They appear to have 
had only one child, a daughter Elizabeth, who was baptised there on 25 March 1728. 


‘Sary wife of John Wikes' was buried at Welford on 17 September 1754. John did not survive 
her for long as ‘John Wikes’ was buried there on 26 May 1755. His tombstone bears the 
inscription ‘In / memory of / John Wickes / who departed this life / the 26 day of May 1755 / 
in the 54th year of his age / also Eliz: Burrows, widow / his daughter / who died Augt. the 
10th, 1788 / aged 60 years.’ The tombstone that stands next to it commemorates ‘In / 
memory / of Sarah Wikes / the wife of John Wickes / who departed this life / the 14th day of 
Septem. 1754 / in the 55th year of her age.’ 


John was already ‘infirm in Body’ when he made his will on 27 February 1753/4. Describing 
himself as an innholder, his only bequests were to his wife Sarah and daughter Elizabeth, 
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whom he appointed joint executrixes. Specific bequests mentioned in the will provide a 
partial insight into John’s resources at that time: 
e Three yardlands of arable land, ley meadow, pasture, grass ground and common at 
Welford in his own occupation. 
e His cottage commons containing one cow common or common of pasture for one 
beast of that kind. 
e Two sheep commons. 


John signed the will as ‘John Wickes’, the witnesses being Joseph Chambers, Mary Chambers 


and Richard Barker. Probate was granted on 25 June 1755 to his daughter Elizabeth Wickes, 
her mother having died before John did. 


Joba Wye bes 


The full text of the will can be seen in Appendix G. 


No record of the marriage of Elizabeth Wickes to Mr Burrows has been found but she was 
evidently the last of the line of descendants of Roger Wickes and Elizabeth Langham who 
lived at Welford and also had the Wickes surname. 


Appendix A -— Wickes & similar surnames in the 1674 hearth tax lists 


Forename Surname | Parish Hearths Notes 

Edward Wikes Cold Ashby 2 

George Wikes Cold Ashby 3 

Grace Wikes Cold Ashby 4 

Mr Randolph Wikes Cold Ashby 5 

Thomas Wikes Cold Ashby 2 

Thomas Wikes Cottesbrooke 3 

Widdow Wikes Creaton 1 Exempt from payment 
Elizabeth Wickes Haselbech 1 

Francis Wickes Haselbech 1 

Mr Randolph Wickes Haselbech 1 

Mr Randolph Wickes Haselbech 5 

John Wickes Oxendon 1 Exempt from payment 
Thomas Wickes Scaldwell 1 Exempt from payment 
Widdow Wikes Welford 5 

Mr Wikes Weston Favell 8 
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Appendix B -— Wickes probate records from Northamptonshire before 1760 


Year Forename Surname Place PCC will 
1612 Randolph Wykes Haselbech 
1630 | Thomas Wickes Wellingborough 
1638/9 | Francis Wicks Welford Yes 
1638 Grace Wicks Welford 
1641 Roger Wicks Cold Ashby 
1665 __| Thomas Wykes Great Addington 
1667 William Wickes Haselbech 
1669 John Wicks Welford 
1670/1 | John Wickes Haselbech Yes 
1672 | Roger Wicks Cold Ashby 
1673 William Wickes Welford 
1676 Thomas Wickes Cold Ashby 
1686 Thomas Wickes Cottesbrooke 
1689/90 | Randolph Wickes Haselbech Yes 
1700 William Wickes Northampton 
1703 Susanna Wickes Irchester 
1705 Mary Wicks Northampton 
1707 Sarah Wykes Haselbech Yes 
1712 John Wicks Welford 
1719 Elizabeth Wykes Great Harrowden 
1724/5 | Elizabeth Wyckes Welford 
1725 William Wickes Welford 
1742 William Wykes Haselbech Yes 
1747/8 | Grace Wykes Haselbech 
1755 John Wickes Welford 
1758 William Wickes Cold Ashby 


Apart from those identified as wills proved at the Prerogative Court of Canterbury, all these 
records in the list are from Northampton Archdeaconry Court. The list includes both wills and 
administrations. 


Appendix C — Account of the administration of the estate of William Wickes, 1674 


This account for the estate of William Wicks who died intestate was provided by Mary Wicks, 
his widow and executrix and received by Northampton Archdeaconry Court on 1 August 1674. 
The total value of William’s goods, credits, cattle & chattels as listed in an Inventory exhibited 
into the Registry of the Court was £105.19.4d. Out of this, Mary had spent £63.13.8d on the 
expenses and disbursements listed in the table, leaving a balance of £42.5s.8d. 


£ 

Item paid for ye funeral charges of ye said deceased 5 

Item for a mortuary QO 10 
Item for letters of Administracion 1 

Item paid to John Blisse of Harborough being due to him upon bonds or 20 
otherwise 


ofhROOQa 
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Item for physick during ye sicknes of ye said deceased 1 0 0 
Item for ye maintenance & education of John Wicks of ye age of 12 30 0 0 
yeres or thereabouts, Thomas Wicks of ye age of 7 yeares & Mary 
Wicks of ye age of three years or thereabouts, for ye space of two 


yeares 

Item for servants wages 5 0 0 
Item for drawing of this Accompt & proctors fee 0 5 0 
Item to the Judge & Register for passing this Accompt & ye quietus of QO 13 4 
under seale 

Item the Appariters fee 0 2 0 
Total 63 13 8 


Appendix D — Inventory of the estate of John Wickes, 1712 


An Inventory of the goods and Chattles of John Wickes late of Welford in the County of 
Northampton Inholder deceased taken and apprized the fowrteenth day of May 1712 by us 
whose names are hereunto subscribed as followeth 


£ Ss d 
Impris. His purse and wearing Apparell 05 0 0 
Item In the Brewhouse, the Copper & brewing vessell 06 0 0 
Item In the Brewhouse Chamber, Cheese bacon and other things 02 10 0 
Item By the well, Two troughs and buckett oo 15 0 
Item In the Daryhouse, Potts & shelves & other things O1 0 0 
Item In the Upper Parlour, two tables and Chairs and other goods O01 8 0 
Item In the Nether Parlour, Two beds and bedding, one Grate, table 07 5 0 
and Chairs 
Item In the Seller, severall barrells, salting tubb & severall other goods, 06 0 0 
and Ale 
Item In the Seller Chamber, Two bedds & bedding chests and trunks 05 0 0 
and other goods 
Item Brass and Pewter In the Kitchen, one clock Table, Five Irons, 13 0 0 
Screene, & Jack and other goods and Bacon 
Item In the Parlour Chamber, Two beds & bedding, one Chest of 12 10 0 
Drawers, one Table and Chairs 
Item In the Middle Chamber, One bedd & bedding & Chairs 04 0 0 
Item In the Little Chamber, One bedd & chairs 02 0 0 
Item In the Kitchen Chamber, two bedds & bedding & other goods 03 0 0 
Item In the Gatehouse Chamber, One bedd & other goods O1 0 0 
Item Linnen, Thirty pair of Sheets, Thirty napkins and other Linnen 15 0 0 
Item In the Garretts, One bedd & bedding and Corne & other goods 02 0 0 
Item In the yard, Dung 09 0 0 
Item 24 Sheep 4 Yearlings & one Filley In Stock well 20 0 0 
Item 98 Sheep in the Feild 48 0 0 
Item Tenn Cows 35 0 0 
Item Five Sheep in Morleys 02 0 0 
Item Three Piggs 03 0 0 
Item Hovells & wood & other things in the Yard 06 10 0 
Item Hay in the Back yard 03 0 0 
Item In the Back yard One peas hovell 12 0 0 
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Item Ploughs and harrows 01 10 0 
Item In the barne One Garner, One Mault Mill 04 10 0 
Item Hay and wood & other things 01 0 0 
Item Mesling and Wheat 06 8 0 
Item Oats and straw & a Fan & other things 03 10 0 
Item Two waggons, two Carts 13 0 0 
Item In the stable, One Garner and Peas 03 4 0 
Item Mault six quarter 09 0 0 
Item In the Ostry, Odd goods O1 0 0 
Item In the Coalhouse, Coles & other things 03 10 0 
Item Four mares, one horse, and harness 28 10 0 
Item One & Twenty quarter of Oats 11 10 0 
Item Crop of Corne & grayne in the Feild 42 0 
Item Hay and Loft in the Stable 02 10 0 
Item Debts sperate 20 0 0 
Item Debts desperate 05 0 0 
Item The Crop of 4 acres of Oats at Sulby 08 0 0 
Sum: total 390 0 0 


Richard Ward, Wm Ragg 


Appendix E: Will of Elizabeth Wicks, 1724/5 


January the twentinith 1724 

In the name of God Amen I Elizabeth Wicks of Welford widow in the County of Northampton 
make this my last will and Testament in maner and form foloing 

Imprimis I give to my Daftr Mary Wicks threescore pounds 

Item I give to my Daftr Elizabeth Norton thirty pounds 

Item I give to my Daftr Kathrin Wicks threescore pounds 

Item I give to my Daftr Ann Wicks forescore pounds 

Item I give to my son William Wicks one shilling 

and my Will is that theise legseys above menshoned shall be payd six months after my 
deceise by my Executor and I do Constitue my son John Wicks Executor of this my last will 
and Testament and I do give him the residue of my Personal Istate subject to my debts and 
legaceys and funeral Chargis 

in witness here of I have set my hand and seale the day and yeare above riten 

Elizabeth Wicks O her mark 

Sind and seled in the presence of 

Elizabeth Wheatly her X mark 

Richard Ward 


Probate was granted on 6 March 1724 [1724/5] and John Wickes the executor named in this 
will was sworn. 
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Appendix F — Will of William Wickes, 1724/5 


William Wickes of Welford in Northamptonshire do make this my last Will and Testament 
herby revoking all former Wills and Codicills of Wills by me made and I do hereby give unto 
my loving Wife Mary all my personal Estate whatsoever after the payment of my Just debts 
and Funerall Expenses and I do constitute her Sole Executrix of this my Will In Witness 
whereof I have hereunto Sett my hand and Seal and published and declared this to be my 
last Will and Testament the 17th day of March Anno Dni 1724 [1724/5] 

William Wickes [signature] 

Signed sealed published and declared by the above named Testator for and as his last Will 
and Testament in the presence of us 

Thomas Buckland, The Mark OO of Edward Seaton 


Probate was granted on 4 December 1725 and Mary Wyckes the executrix named in the will 
was sworn. 


Appendix G - Will of John Wickes, 1755 


In the name of God Amen I John Wickes of Welford in the County of Northampton Innholder 
being infirm in Body but of sound perfect and Disposing mind and Memory Calling to mind the 
certainty of Death and the Uncertainty of the time thereof Do make and Ordain this my last 
Will and Testament in Manner Following 

And first and principally I Commit my soul to God my Body to the Earth and All my Worldly 
Estate I Give Devise and Dispose of as Followeth 

And First of all I do hereby Give and Devise all that my Three Yard land of Arable Land Ley 
Meadow pasture Grass Ground and Commons with their Appurtenances Lying and being in 
the Open fields presincts and Liberties of Welford aforesaid now in my Own Occupation One 
moiety or half part of the said Three Yard Land with the Apputenances and also my Cottage 
Commons Containing One Cow Common or common of pasture for one beast of that kind and 
two Sheep Commons to be had and taken in all the Commonable places in the fields and 
liberties of Welford aforesaid unto my daughter Elizabeth Wickes and to her Heirs To hold the 
said Moiety or half part of the said Three Yard Land the said Cottage Commons and premiss 
with ye Appurtenances unto the said Elizabeth Wickes and to her heirs and Assigns for ever. 
The other Moiety or half part of the said Three Yard Land with the Appurtenances I do hereby 
Give and Devise unto my Dearly beloved wife Sarah Wickes and to her Assigns for the term 
of her natural Life And from and Immediately after her Decease I do hereby Give and Devise 
the said Moiety or half part of the said Three Yard Land last mentioned with the 
Appurtenances unto my said Daughter Elizabeth Wickes and to her heirs and Assigns for 
ever. 

All the Rest Residue and Remainder of my Real and Personal Estate Stock of Cattle Goods 
Chattels Rights and Credits Whatsoever and Wheresoever unto me belonging (after the 
payment of all my Just Debts and Funeral Expences) I do hereby Give and bequeath unto my 
said Dearly Beloved Wife Sarah and to my said Daughter Elizabeth Wickes and to their 
Executors and Administrators to be Equally Divided between them Share and Share alike 
And I do hereby make constitute and Appoint my said Dearly Beloved Wife Sarah Wickes and 
my said Daughter Elizabeth Wickes Joint Executrixes of this my last Will and Testament 
hereby revoking and making void all former and Other Wills my me at any time heretofore 
made Ratifying and Confirming this to be my Last Will and Testament In Witness whereof I 
the said John Wickes the Testator have hereunto Set my hand and seal this Twenty Seventh 
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day of February in the Twenty Sixth Year of the Reign of our Sovereign Lord George the 
Second and in the year of our Lord One Thousand Seven hundred and fifty three. 

John Wickes [signature] 

Signed sealed Published and Declared by the above named John Wickes as and for his Last 
Will and Testament and Attested as such by us who have hereunto Subscribed our names as 
Witnesses there to in the said Testators presence at his Request and in the presence of each 
other. 

Joseph Chambers, Mary Chambers, Richard Barker. 


Probate was granted on 25 June 1755 and recorded with this explanation: ‘Elisabeth Wikes 
the only Surviving Executrix named in the within Written Will was then at the Petition of 
Smith her Proctor Sworn faithfully to fulfil the same & The other Executrix dying in the Life 
time of the Testator’. 
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Appendix H - Descent of Mark Michael Howcutt from William Wickes 


William WICKES Mary POLE 
married 1661 Weston Favell 
buried 1672 Welford buried 1698 Welford 


John WICKES Elizabeth WOOD 
born c.1662 born c.1673 

married 1693 St Sepulchre Northampton 

buried 1712 Welford buried 1724/5 Welford 


Mary WICKES Anthony GREEN 

born 1695/6 Welford bor 1703/4 All Saints Northampton 
married 1725 Brixworth 

buried 1790 Brixworth buried 1741/2 Brixworth 


Bridget GREEN Benjamin CHAPMAN 
baptised 1728 Brixworth baptised 1726 Old 
married 1753 Maidwell 

buried 1764 Old 


Mary CHAPMAN James MARTIN 
baptised 1759 Old baptised 1755 Brixworth 
married 1779 Brixworth 

died 1797 Brixworth buried 1799 Brixworth 


Elizabeth MARTIN Thomas HOWCUTT 
born 1780 Old born 1776 Brixworth 
married 1800 Great Linford, Bucks 

died 1853 Brixworth died 1844 Brixworth 


John HOWCUTT Sarah MOODEY 

baptised 1801 Brixworth born 1808 Bar Lavington, Sussex 
married 1830 St James Piccadilly 

died 1859 Brixworth died 1886 Kingsthorpe 


Mark Michael HOWCUTT Sarah Elizabeth WEIGHTMAN 
born 1837 Brighton born 1844 Cheddington, Bucks 
married 1865 Holy Trinity, Marylebone 

died 1897 Linslade, Bucks died 1891 Ascott, Bucks 
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